
Pre-Calculus (Part I): Algebra III         Instructor: Renee Peters 2017 
 Welcome to Algebra III!  This semester of study contains topics on the area of functions. 
Several of the topics to be included are graphs, properties, equations, and models of functions, 
the logistic growth model, inverse functions, transformations, and inequalities.  
 In Algebra III, we strive to have students become self-motivated, competitive, lifelong 
learners, equipped to thrive throughout their lives. More than just earning a grade, we expect 
students to perform at an appropriate level of rigor, which promotes problem-solving and 
thinking abilities. Teachers will have a common focus on problem-solving. We feel that 
homework, reading, research, and the use of technology are essential to success in any course. 
We expect the highest level of honesty and integrity; plagiarism and cheating will be 
unacceptable. 
Grades will be calculated cumulatively throughout the semester.  Both nine week and semester 
averages will be calculated from the following percentages: 
Tests 50%   Quizzes 25%         Homework/Classwork 15% Cumulative Final Exam 10% 
 
 You should expect homework every night. Homework is typically based on participation; 
however, there will be times when credit for homework is given based on correctness as well as 
based on your ability to present and explain to the class your process and conclusion when 
solving particular problems. No late homework will be accepted unless you have an excused 
absence or are willing to attend after school tutoring to complete the entire assignment within 
two weeks of the due date. Bear in mind that the purpose of homework is to solidify your 
understanding of the content, sharpen your math skills along with your study skills, and to 
prepare you for the exam. Doing your homework after the due date defeats the purpose. 
Successful students will commit to spending time on homework. It is extremely important that 
you do not get behind in your homework assignments. Because of the fast-paced nature of this 
course, there will not be a lot of time in class to do your homework so it is important that you 
manage your time wisely. Graphing calculators will be frequently used in this class as an 
exploration tool as well as to check for understanding. If you are absent, it is your responsibility 
to review any notes given on the day of your absence as well as to complete any assignment 
you missed. You can call a friend in the class, check my webpage for updates, or send me an 
email. You are still held accountable for all of the material, even if you have an excused 
absence.  

Quizzes will be given at the beginning of class two to three times a week on average. 
Each quiz generally contains three or four questions. You can find a Practice Quiz with worked 
out solutions that corresponds to every quiz given on Mrs. Peters’ website. Please note that you 
will always have the option of retaking missed problems from quizzes to earn back missed 
points. Every quiz comes with  three re-takes. Although the problem will be different, it will be 
very similar to the one(s) you missed on the quiz. Quiz retakes must be taken before the 
chapter test is finished. All retakes need to be taken before school, after school, or during my 
planning period. There is no reason why anyone should have a low quiz average. If you do not 
earn 100% on each quiz, I highly encourage that you retake it. If you are still struggling after the 
first retake, then I highly encourage that you come in for tutoring prior to making a second 
attempt.  



Tests will be given every 3-4 weeks as we complete each unit of study. Every test is split 
into two days and has a calculator and non-calculator portion. Tests can be re-taken as well. 
While quiz retakes only require you to retake missed problems, test retakes involve the entire 
sections as designated by the teacher. All retakes need to be taken before school, after school, 
or during my planning period. Retakes must be taken within two weeks of receiving your graded 
test. In order to be eligible to retake a test, you must meet the following criteria: 
1) All homework assignments from the unit of study must be complete. 
2) You must have attempted at least one quiz re-take for any quiz with a score less than 100%.  
3) You must review the original exam before or after school in order to clarify any 
misconceptions and review for the second attempt.  
 Cell phones should not be used during this class period. Materials needed for this class 
include the following: 
 Paper and Pencil 
 Graphing Calculator (TI-84 plus, or equivalent) 
 Graph Paper 
I would also recommend that you purchase at least a 2-inch three ring binder in order to 
organize your classroom notes, assignments, and handouts. You will take a significant amount 
of notes during this class and it’s important that you organize them in a way that is accessible to 
you.  
 This class tends to be very challenging for most students. Math is a subject that has 
always been easy for the majority of you. It is in this class that you transition from learning to 
reproduce processes to actually delving into unfamiliar problems and figuring out how to 
navigate through them using the skills you already possess. Because of the level of rigor and 
the intensity of this course, I will provide you with extra support. As stated above, you will be 
able to re-take virtually anything in this class. I will be there for you before and after school on a 
regular basis. You will have access to not only the solutions manual for your homework 
assignments, but also to every set of notes and practice quizzes via my website.   If you feel you 
need extra help, arrange a time with me before or after school. Often I can easily get you back 
on track in just a few minutes, but it is imperative that you take the initiative to arrange the time 
as soon as possible. The longer you are confused, the further behind you will become.  Please 
feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns: 
 Mrs. Peters : renee.peters@jessamine.kyschools.us 

In the event of an NTI day, please visit the school website and click on the icon “Teacher 
Webpages”. Go to Renee Peters’ webpage. You will find your NTI instructions for your 
assignment under announcements in the  Pre-Calculus class. If you do not have internet access 
at home, you must make note of that when returning your signed syllabus so that I can provide 
you with an alternate assignment.  
 
I have read and understand the Algebra III class syllabus.  
  
Parent Signature and Date _______________________________________ 
 
 Student Signature and Date ______________________________________ 
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